Dear Dick, 8/19/91 

I appreciate your phoning last week to learn how we are, I may not be this 
week when you phone, Lil always says we are fine, as on balance may be true, so I write. 

The day you phoned I left fofl r the first medical appointment of the day, at the lab, 
about 7, and it was 2:45, with no spare time between them, we we left that day's last one. 
With both of us having physical therapy and with the therapist fine, caring men who are 
at the least exceptionally proficient, taking more time tha* we expected, the days get 
consumed. 

idl is to have what is described as a relatively safe procedure on her eyes, one at 
a time, the first Tuesday morning. Witk my impaired hearing I am not fully aware of the 
problem and Ije cause fcil comprehended fully and I enough I asked no questions not to in- 
crease the concern she may have and not reflect. It has to do with laser and a narrowing 
of more than I was aware of, her field of vision, and is intended to prevent the alterna- 
tive, blindness. We are fortunate in having blundered into a mAn we believe is a fine 
opthalmalogist, recently moved here from New Jersey, and we know is a very good person, (hi 
his first examination of Lil he took more than an hour, as he did with her sister later. 

The guy we'd liked but gotten disgusted with spent a scant 10 minutes and left us unsat- 
isfied. "il's is outpatient surgery Tuesday at the local hospital. I'll be there. I don’t 
know how long it takes to get ready and then after the procedure, which “ understand re- 
quires only minutes. 

After theee weeks of physical therapy she saw the orthopaedic surgeon Friday. From 
the report he'd gotten and from his examination he decided that she should have 2-3 more 
weeks of it because she has benefit ted from it. From what he said from now on the spinal 
stenosis (of which my symptoms disappeared with the physical therapy) she'll have 
and difficulty walking on arising that should ease off with activity, as it generally has. 

I do not recall that she's needed the wheelchair any day for a week or more but often she 
needs more than the cane and uses the walker. I was pleasantly surprised this past Wednes- 
day, when she was having so much trouble walking from the bedroom I took the wheelchair to 
her, to find her not even needing the cane when I got back from my monthly trip to Johns 
HoJtLns. That day seems to have marked a turning point for her. (My trip was for an injection 
that may el im i n ate repetition of the "rotorooter" prostate procedure, one injection a month. 
As yet no visible benefits but as yet no crisis, either.) 

As I suppose a certain amount of confusion in the odss and ends of things I've written 
may reflect, I've been apprehensive over several things, probably in part because locally 
I've not been able to learn the causes or potentials. For about three^jbsBx - m onths the 
^Lotting time of the blood has been much too fast for me, a number of additional blood 
Jests were ordered, the clotting tests increased to three a week, and finally it now seems 
£■ to be returning to the norm for me. Wuite abnormal for me and with no explanation the 



2 


cause of 8 one apprehension. Particularly because it coincided with considerable swelling 
of and above the ankle of my more severaly damaged leg, the left. Under physical therapy 
this is gradually reducing. Between a week ago this pj;£t Thursday and this past Monday 
the swelling reduced in one area by a full inch. Givexyou an idea of the m»gm ■Pndo, 0 f the 
swelling. The family doctor not only saw no point in even looking at it when I asked him 
if I should remove the support soe he could see it better, when I grew more apprehensive 
he sent me word to consult Johns Hopkins. The spe&list l'd been seeing there was not in 
but a total stranger took the tine to ask me detailed questions, after which he advised me 
to see the podiatrist again to ascertain whether an infection where a hunk of ingrown 
toenail had been removed could be the cause. The podiatrist, a fine and caring man and a 
friend, ordered tests immediately to eliminate the possibility of which I^d never been 
told, that one of the medications I require did not cause gout. Not having been told of 
that possibility for the more than q decade I've been taking that medication was in itself 
the cause of added apprehension. But, no gout. And the orthopaedist eliminated what really 
worried me when he told me Friday that the swellings were not from new vascular problems# 

After 30 years I suppose I'd be* looking for a different family doctor were it not 
that he has unique knowledge of my blood problem and his instincts in monitoring the dan- 
gerous medication have been excellent. He knows very well that a not inconsiderable part 
of ray medical problems have been magnified by malpractise, that I've been concerned by it, 
and yet he reflects the attitude of well, he's lived his years, nothing else mates any 
difference so i'll take no time with him. We also believe that with -Mil’s complaints about 
leg pain he should not have been content with what turns out to have been a very wrong 
reading of X-rays years ago on which he had depended. We learned of this when^il decided 
that with the immediate benefit I'd gotten from the physical therpy she'd see if the ortho- 
paedist would recommend it for her. Those old X-rays apparently no longer existed so x got 
and took him the interpretation of them given the family doctor. The ortho, said he found 
no^T of it was accurate. She does not have, as we'd been told, arthritis from her nesk to 
her toes. So, untreated, the spinal stenosis was giving her that trouble for years. 

We both tire easily now but we are both making out and it seems that there is nothing 

urgent or particularly dangerous. But for about three months now I've been more anxious 
about us both and I assume it has been reflected in what I've not been able to do and what 
J. have done, in the odes and ends I've been Sending you on the chance that parts may be of 

interest. x ou can now understand, x believe, why I said some time ago how I wis&ed. I knew 


of a local doctor who was like your Robert Segal. 

8/20- laser procedure done and OK. It was/f^iain thanks, and best to you all, 
for blood-vessel harrowing. 




